fair.

day.

WEATHER.

Fair and cooler tonight; tomorrow

Temperature for twenty-four hours
ending 2 p.m. today: Hig
p.m. today; lowest, 55, at G:_BD a.m. to-

hest, €2, at 2

Full report on page 14.
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'GERMAN NOTE

ORDERS NO MORE
PASSENGER SHIPS

SUNK BY U-BOATS;

Berlin Government Declares

It Can Approve No Peace
Minas Honor.

WILSON CHARGES OF ILLEGAL

AND INHUMAN ACTS DENIED

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, October 21.—The German reply to President:neat down all criticism and sus-
Z’ilson’s note, the text of which was received here today by:;,.cms measure by slurring sweepingly

wireless, says Germany hopes the United States will approve of
no demand which would be irreconcilable with the honor of the
German people and with the opening of the way to a peace of

justice.

Germany protests against the references of President Wilson
Denial is made that the German
The

to illegal and inhumane acts.

navy purposely destroyed lifeboats with passengers.
government proposed that the facts be cleared up by neutral com-

missions.

Germany has dispatched orders to submarine commanders

precluding the torpedoing of passenger ships.

The German government suggests to President Wilson that
a opportunity be brought about for fixing the details of the evacu-

ation of occupied territories.

FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN CONSTITUTION.

Announcement is made of a fundgmental change in the Ger-
man constitution providing for representation of the people in the
decisions concerning peace and war, and it is said the present gov-

ernment has been formed in complete accordance therewith.

Germany claims the sanction of international law for carry-
ing out destruction of property during retreats, and says her
troops are under strict instructions to spare private property and
care for the population to the best of their ability. Where trans-

gressions occur, the note says, the guilty are being punished.

No future German government will be able to take or hold
office unless it possesses the confidence of a majority of the

reichstag, the note announces.

Germany has agreed that conditions of 2n armistice should be
left to the military advisers and that the actual standard of power
on both sides in the Geld should form the basis for arrangements.

TEXT OF GERMAN REPLY
TO PRESIDENT WILSON

LONDOXN, October 21.—The text of
{he German note, as recelved by wire-
Tess, is as follows:

In accepting the proposal for an
evacuation of occupied territories
thie German government has started
f:om the assumption that the pro-
cedure this evacuation and of
the conditlons of an armistics
<hould be left to the military ad-
visers end that the sctual stand-
ard of power on both sides in the
field has to form the basis for ar-
ranrements safeguarding and guar-
anteeing this standard.

The German government sug-
gests to the President that an op-
portunity should be brought about
fur fixing the details. 1t trusts
that the President of the United
States will approve of no deunand
which would be irreconcilable with
the honor of the German people
and with opening & way lo a peace
of justice.

Protests Against Reproach.

The Ggrman government pro-
tests agalnst the reproach of il-
legal and inhuman actions made
against the German land and sea
forces and thereby against the
German people. For tlhe covering
of a retreat destructions will al-
ways be necessary and they are
carried out in so far as is per-
mitted by international law. The
(ierman troops are under most
<triet instructions to spare private
property and to exercise care for
the population to the best of their
ability. Where transgressions oc-
cur in spite of these instructions
the guilty are being punished.

The German government further
denies that the German navy n
sinking ships has ever purposely
destroyed lifeboats with their pas-
sengers. The German government
proposes with regard to all those
charges that the facts be cleared
up by neutral commissions.

In order to avoid anything that
might hamper the work of peace,
the German government has caused
orders to be dispatched to all sub-
marine commanders precluding the
torpedoing of passenger ships with-
out, however, for technical rea-
sonsa, being able to gonarantee that
these orders will reach every sin-

of

gle submarine at sea before its
return. =

As a fundamental condition for
peace the President prescribes the

destruction of every arbitrary pow--

er that can separalel’. secretly and
of its own single choice disturb
the peace of the world. To this
the German government replies:

Hitherto the representation of the
people in the German empire has
not been endowed with an influence
on the formation of the govern-
ment.

The constitution did not provide
for a concurrence of representa-
tion of the people in decisions of
peace and war. These conditions
have just now undergone a funda-
mental change. A new govern-
ment has been formed in complete
accordance with the wishes (prin-
ciple?) of the representation of
the people, based on equal, uni-
versal, secret, direct franchise.

Government in the Future.

The leaders of the great parties
of the reichstag are members of
this government. In the future no
government can take or continue
in office without possessing the
confidence of a majority of the
reichstag.

The responsibility of the chancel-
lor of the empire to the representa-
tions of the people is being legal-
1y developed and safeguarded. The
first act of the new government
has been to lay before the reichs-
tag a bill to alter the constitu-
tion of the empire so that the

‘consent of the representation of

the people is required for decisions
on war and peace.

The permanence of the new sys-
tem is, however, guaranteed not
only by constitutional safeguards,
but also by the unshakable deter-
mination of the German people
whose vast majority stands behind
these reforms and demand their
energetic continuance.

The question of the President—
with whom he and the govern-
ments associated against Germany
are deallng—is therefore answered
in a clear, unequivocal manner by
the statement that the offer of
peace and an armistice has come
from a government which is free
from any arbitrary and irrespons-
ible influence, is supported by the
approval of an overwhelming
majority of the German people.

(Signed) SOLF. £

»

'NEW

3ID FOR PEACE

NO GOVERNMENT
BY DEFAMATION

; No State and City Legislation

for District Based - on

Slander of Washingtonians
as Unworthy.

FAIR PLAY FOR CAPITAL

[Editorial Correspondence of The Star.]
THEODORE W. NOYES.

Chairman Johnson's slanderous as-
sault upon the Senate as the accom-
plice and protector of rentals profi-
teers, because that body favors a
better, fairer and more effective way
of preventing and punishing the evil
of rentals profiteering than that pro-
posed by Mr. Johnson, is the logical
culmination of his characteristic
policy of District legislation by
defamation, which he has in this matter
imposed upon the helpless District of
Columbia.

In pursuance of this poliey he
attempted in his House campaign to

| gested radical amendment of his fair-

{ the Washington real estate men. the
: local landlords, The Star and even his
fellow representatives who had the
audacity to attempt to improve his
bill.

Slander by Wholesale.

The Star last TFebruary entered
earnest protest in behalf of Washing-
! ton against law-making procedure in
the House which breaks down oppo-
sition to proposed District legisla-
tion by slurring the motives of every
opponent or critic or proposer of
amendment. The Star suggested that
a netable example of this unfair and
danrerous policy of law making was
‘found in the then recent discussion
of the anti-profiteering bill _in the
House, in which Chairman Johnson
assumesd that opposition to his- bill,
far from- aiming to correct and im-
| prove it. meant only opposition to the
prevention and punishment of profi-
teering. and that every opponent of
his bill was either a profiteer or in-
directly bribed by the profiteers, or
a friend of the profiteers lacking
patriotism.

The Star said at that time: The
Congressional Tecord shows that
Chairman Johnson denounced three
sources of opposition to his bill? (1)
Some gentlemen on the floor of the

the city”: (3) *“The Evening Star.”
Mr. Johnson slurred all three classes
of opponents of his bill. Concerning
its opponents in the House he re-
marked that he was sorry to say that
they seemed willing that profiteering
should continue. Concerning Mr.
Tinkham. who led the opposition, he
said he found “that apparently some
of his patriotism hnd been lomt in a
storm at sea,” and that the local
profitcers called him “Frilend.”

The Star, he intimated, had been
bought by the real estate men in-
directly through advertising to desert
the government clerks and to defend
extortion. =

Real Estate Men and Profiteers.

Concerning the opposition of the

jreal estate men he said he could un-
derstand it, “particularly when I know
that they and their clients are the
profiteers,” and agzain: “Unless this
bill did really stop profiteering the
Real Estate Brokers' Association and
the property owners would not be ob-
jeeting to it in the least.”

Slurs affecting committee hearings
are found in the Record. The House
District committee, on Chairman
Johnson's insisten.~, reported the bill
favorably without hearings. After
this action the com:ittee authorized
post-mortem hearings. The real es-
tate men, through their organization,
the Real Estate Brokers' Association,
and a special committee of the asso-
ciation, requested a public hearing.
Through a misunderstanding concern-
ing the date of the hearing none was
then held. Mr. Johnson, in the House
debate, slurred the sincerity of the
expressed desire of the committee for
a hearing, saying that the committee
had indicated that it wanted to be
heard by him alone and hinting that
the committee feared discussion of
the mattier “because those who had
been extortioned upon would also
come and be heard on the other side.”
He attributed the committee’s alleged
change of mind from opposing to
favoring a public hearing to a change
of mind “as to the extent of the de-
lay sought im the interest of profiteer-
ing.”

Burglars, Thieves and Washing-
tonians.

When Mr. Tinkham urged that the
bill be referred back to the District
committee, "as no hearings were
given,” Mr. Johmson interrupted to
ask, “Would the gentleman advoeate
giving burginrs nnd thieves n hear-
ing in preparing Inws to stop them
from their practices?™

In imposing indiseriminately the
stigma of profiteering Mr. Johnson
makes every landlord in the District
a profiteer when he says: “T provided
for monthly returns instead of annual
returns so as to give these profiteers
just as much trouble as possible.”

The Star added: "“When Mr. John-
son thinks the matter over he will
find that he ought not to have slurred
the honesty or the motives or the
patriotism of any of his three classes
of ecritics. He ought to have recog- |
nized and will recognize when the
mists have cleared away that these
opponents of his bill, as framed, are

Houdge; r2) “the real estate men of |

GOOD SERVICE.

WAR

RENT AMENDMENT

Votes to Insist on Pomerene
Measure, Aimed at D. C. -
Profiteering.

ORDERED TO CONFERENCE

The Senate today voted to insist
further upon the Pomerene rent-profi-
teering amendment to the emergency
agricultural appropriation bill and
sent the bill back to conference.

It first defeated a motion by Sena-
tor Gore of Oklahoma to recede from
the Pomerene amendment, so that the
rest of the bill, including war-time
prohibition, might immediately be-
come a law.

Senator Gore sought, after his motion
to recede had been defeated, to have
the Senate vofe to adhere to the
Pomerene amendment. Such a motion,
if adopted, would have meant that the
House must accept the Pomerene
amendment or throw the entire bill
into the disecard.

Senator Hoke Smith of Georgia and
others objected to this course, and the
bill finally was sent back to confer-
ence. Senator Gore's argument for his
motion to adhere was to the effect
that the House would yield to the rent-
profiteering amendment rather than
have it said that the House had pre-
vented war-time prohibition.

Senator Gore Explains.

Senator Gore explained that he was
convinced the Senate could get no

agreement from the House on the rent
profiteering amendment and that the
rest of the bill, including the war-time
prohibition rider, would die unless the
Senate gave up the fight for the Pom-
erene amendment. He said he made
his motion to recede because he ‘did
got wish further to delay the entire

il. y

Senator FPomerene, auithor of the
Pomerene bill declared it his belief
that no such difference existed be-
tween the House and the Senate over
rent profiteering legislation which
could not be reconciled if the con-
ferees went at the matter in a proper
way. He said that he would be satis-
fied with any legislation which fin-
ally was agreed upon. He emphasized
the need of legislation to prevent rent
profiteering in the District.

View of Senator King.

“If we accept the motion of Sen-
ator Gore, it means there will be no
rent profiteering legislation at this
session of Congress,” suggqsted Sen-
ator King of Utah.

Senator Pomerene replied, "I am
afraid that s so.”

“Yet the profiteering on war workers
in Washington is worse than ever,” said
Senator King.

Senator Gore admitted that if the
Senate receded there would be no legis-
lation on this subject. He said that the
House conferees, however, held to their
argument that another committee, the
District committee of the House, should
(lea} v;inm this r:gtter.

Gy ow in vance,” said Senator
Gore, “that another conference on th?s

as honest as he is; just as much op-
posed to extortion through profiteer-
ing, and just as little apologists for '
crime, whether these critica are his
associates in Congress, the Washing-
ton real estate men (a reputable, pro-
gressive and public-spirited body of
citizens) or The Evening Star.”

Legislation by Sandbag and Brass
Enuckles.

The Johnson bill's legislative career
has been personally conducted by Mr.
Johnson after his characteristic fash-
fon. He has -sandbagged and brass-
knuckled the measure through the
House District committee and the
House itself, and has even attempted
to force it through the Senate District
committee, and then the Senate itself,
by the same roughhouse tactics. He
has troubled himself very little with
supporting evidence or serious argu-
ment, but has progressed in hi= legis-
lative drive by verbally and violently
assaulting the motives and morals of
everybody who differed with him as to
the best and most effective methods
of preventing profiteering. Every sns
who criticised hia particalar cure for

.

measure would be unavailable. I give
netice, however, that if the Senate votes
not tc recede on this amendment T will
then move that the Senate adhegd to this
zmendment, ind then the burdenswill bo
upon the House whether the rerhainde-
of the bill shall fail" % =

Prohibition Issue Up. *-

It became apparent that the prohi-
bition fight with the Dlstrictp rent
profiteering amendment as a screen
was to be waged over again in the
Senate. Prohibition senators, while
deploring the fact that rent profiteer-
ing legislation could not be had,
urged the adoption of the Gore mo-
tion on the ground that there was no
reason Wwhy war-time prohibition
should be allowed to fail as well as
rent profiteering legislation. If the
Senate recedes from the rent-profi-
teer amendment, they =said, then the
war-time prohibition bill will go to
the Preslident for his approval with-
out Yurther delay.

Senitor Jones of Washington and
Senator Sheppard of Texas, both pro-
hibitionists, took this stand. Other
senators, however, who are not
anxious to have the war-time prohibi-

(Continued on Eleventh Page.)

(Continued on Twelfth Page.)

SENATE FIRM FOR - KARL TO PROCLAIN

INDEPENDENCE OF

HUNGARYAS STATE

Nation Will Have Economic
Freedom; Maintain Own
Army and Diplomats.

By the Asgociated ‘I‘re-ss:.

AMSTERDANMI, October 21.—
Emperor Charles will shortly is-
sue a manifesto to the Hun-
garian people announcing the
independence of Hungary, ac-
cording to the Budapest corre-
spondent of the Rhenish West-
phalian Gazette.

Hungary, the manifesto will
say, is to have economic inde-
pendence and will maintain her
own army and her own diplo-
matic corps.

LIGGETT AND BULLARD
TO BE LIEUT. GENERALS

Maj. Gens. Hunter Liggett and
Robert L. Bullard were nominated by
President Wilson today to be lieu-
tenant generals.

Gen, Liggett commands the 1st and
Gen. Bullard commands the 2d Ameri-

can Field Army in France. They be-,t2in climatic and other conditions,

come the only lieutenant generals an’

the active list, their new rank being |ever, he is hopeful and much encour-
for the war period, like that of Gen,,aged on reports of conditions this

Fershing.

Gen, Liggett is a major general in
the regular establishment; Gen. Bul-
lard is a brigadier.

When Gen. Liggett arrived in
France Gen. Pershing was at work on

i the formation of the 1st Army Corps.

This task was promptly assizned to
Liggett. The American commander-
in-chief was so well satisfied with the
result that Liggett was given direct
command of the 1st American Army
when it was organized. He led it into
action, when, in the first major offen-
sive, the St. Mihicl salient was wiped
out in a day.

HUN “SNAKE” PAYS
FOR HOSPITALITY BY
DESTROYING FAMILY:

Sl s

WITH THE CANADIAN
FORCES IN FRANCE, Saturday,
October 19 (by the Canadian
Presa).—Although Le Cateau
was not systematiecally destroy-
ed by the Germans, there were
individual acts of wvandalism
both there and in adjoining vil-
lages. Perhaps the whole war
has not produced another act so
vile as that which is vouched for
by Prench official investigators,

In Montigny, due west of Le
Cateau, a German officer lived
eighteen months with a French
family. He was a pleasant fel-
low, taking his meals with the
- family and frequently perform-
ing on the piano for them.

One evening he failed to re-
turn for dinner and members of
the family waited in wvain for
him and at midnight retired to
bed. At 3 o'clock in the morn-
ing the house was blown up by
a mine. Every one of this fam-
ily was killed with the excep-
tion of an eight-month-old
child. The family consisted of
several old people and women
and children. :

EPDENIG REGEDES
VEW OF OFFGALS

Announce Fewer Deaths and
New Cases in District for
Three-Day Period.

REPORT UP TO }/0ON TODAY

While there was a falling off of
only five deaths from--influenwza for
the period of twenty-four hours end-
ing at noon today, the decrease, com-
bined with the encouraging decline in
the death list for the past three days,
is looked upon by the health authori-
ties as encouraging.

These figures of fatalities from in-
fluenza, in connection with a slump of
502 new cases for the twenty-four-
hour period ending at noon today, to
which may be added a slump of 190
for the similar period on Saturday,
making 692 fewer new cases in forty-
eight hours than reported on previous
days, have given the health ‘authorities
buoyant hopes that the worst is over.

The official vital statistics of deaths
f!:ofu influenza from midnight last
night up to and including midday to-
day is sixty-one. Saturday midday up
to midnight Saturday the deaths num-
bered, sixty-six. That figure showed"
a falling off of twenty-nine deaths
when the record showed ninety-five
deaths. During the past seventy-two
hourd there has been a falling off in
the death list of forty-eight deaths.

Statement by Dr. Mustard.

Dr. M. S. Mustard of the public
health service expressed the view this
morning that there is a possibility of
some increase in the number of new
cases and in the death list, as com-
pared with today's conditions, if cer-

over which the health authorities
have no control, should arise. How-

morning.

Weather More Favorable.

Fear was entertained during the rain
yvesterday that if that condition con-
tinued there would be a material in-

crease of deaths and a general
spread of the contagion.
Today's bright, - warm sunshine,

with a tinge of fall in the dry air, has
lent encouragement to the men and
women organized to combat the epi-
demiec for an early wvictory over the
contagion, with the e¢ity restored to
its normal health conditions.

Little Present Prospect
of Resuming the Activities |
Halted by the Epidemic

There seems scant prospect of the
resumption foer some time to come of
those activities, recreational and
otherwise, suspended because of the
influenza epidemic. Despite the as-
sured decline of the epidemic, as

evidenced by reduction of deaths and
new cases, the theaters, motion pic-
ture houses, schools and other places
of public assembly still will remain
shut up and organizations will con-
tinue to refrain from holding their
accustomed meetings.

View of Health Officer. ¥

Health Gificer W, C. Fowler said this

morning that he would be most
cautious in recommending to the Dis-
trict Commissioners any policy look-
ing to the withdrawal of the precau-
tions and restrictions in force in the
District made to prevent the further
spread of the contagion. The reopen-
ing of places of public gathering,
closed as a means of preventing the
spread of contagion, he said,
only be ordered after the most mature
consideration and when the health aun-
thorities felt assured that the danger
has passed. Just when that would be
Dr. Fowler said was at this time mere-
1y a matter of misty speculation.
When the big mail coming to the
office of Health Officer Fowler was
opened and distributed this morning
it was found that the number of new
cases reported of influenza totaled
only 242, This, compared with the
close of this report for the twenty-
four hours up to noon Saturday, shows
a tumble of 502 cases, which, together

BRITISH SMASHHUN
SELLE POSITIONS,
CAPTURING 3,000

Hold Heights

and Threaten

to Cut the Valenciennes-
Avesnes Railroad. .

FOE FAILS TO STEM ALLEES’
DRIVE ON DUTCH FRONTIER

By the Associated Press.

position
than 3,

and are in a position to outflank
railroad between Valenciennes an

Progress in North.

Farther north the allied forces con-
tinue their progress through Belgium
and French Flanders from Denain to
the -Dutch frontier. On the north the
Belgians are approaching Ghent, while
in the center the British are march-
ing on the Scheldt river, and out-

way junction, which towns have been
made useless to the Germans.

In spite of the efforts of the Ger-
mans to check the advance of the al-
lies, the British, French and Delgians
continue their sweeping march from
Tournai to the Dutch frontier. Oficial
reports show that they have reached
points within ten miles of Ghent.

The Belgians are along the Deynze-
Eecloo canal, which runs northward
from the Lys river to Yeebrugge, and
have taken a mumber of imporiant
points near that waterway. Farther
souih the French have crossed the Lys
and have established bridgeheads =t
varfous polhth Along the Lys the Brit-
ish second army has moved swiftly
toward the Scheldt river and are at
Pecq, on the west bank of the river.

Flooded Country Undeters.

In this sector of the battle line
the allies are moving toward the
southeast, and it seems they will be
able to reach Ghent with their main
forces in a very short time. The
Germans have flooded some of the
country, but this has failed to in-
terfere with the progress of the
armies commanded by King Albert.

Hritish and American iroops are
fizhting their way ahead along a ten-
mile from east of Le_ Cateau. They
have advanced a mile on this line and
appear to have reached a point from

which they seriously threaten the
railroad running through Avesnes.

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY
NORTHWEST OF VERDUN, October
21, noon (by the Associated Press).—
Fierce fighting took place today in the
Bois de Happes, on the western end of
the American line. In the face of ter-
rific machine gun fire the Americans
were forced to fall back. Later they
counter attacked and regained the
part of the wood that had been lost.

Aim Blow at Americans.

TH THE AMERICAN ARMY
NORTHWEST OF VERDUN, October
21 (bysthe Associated Press).—It is
the purpose of the German command
to dispute every foot of the American
advance on the line west of the Meuse
and to inflict the heaviest possible
losses, (ierman prisoners captured
Sunday declared.

They added that the Americans in
taking over this seetor would find
more formidable opposition than any
place else on the front, and would
suffer accordingly. A strong German
defense was necessary on this sector,
they said, because it was necessary to
stand firm while the German lines
northward to the XNorth sea were
being readjusted.

When the German government on
October 12 told President Wilson that
it was ready to comply with the propo-

October * 21.—The allied |

PARIS,

tral Belgium on the north, are fighting
their way forward on the south to-
ward the Belgian border 'south of
dValenciennes. Sunday the allied troops
had to fight the elements as well as
the Germansa. Rain fell continually,
and the soldiers were soaked and
partly blinded, while airplanes were
of little use.

With spirits undampened, however,
the allied troops continued their ef-
forts, and in Flanders they worked a
little nearer to the important city of
Ghent and are approaching very close
to the west bank of the Scheldt.

On the right of the front in Belgium
the British 5th Army has to all in-
tents and purposes taken Tournai, an
important railroad junction.

Army Heads Toward .Ions.

Further south the British 3d Army

has crossed the Selle and is headed
toward Mong by way of Quesnoy and
north of the Mormal forest, while Gen.
Rawlinson's 4th Army has reached the
Sambre-Oise canal and is advancing
around the southern end of the Mor-
mal forest up the valley of the Sambre |
toward Mauberge. The net result of
the efforta of the 4th and 5th British
armies was that the pivot on which

with a slump of 190 cases Saturday,
(Continued on ‘Cwelfth Pace.)

flanking Tournal, an important rail- |,

forces, while pushing further into cen- lo

British troops, in smashing through the formidable German
long the Selle river north of Le Cateau, captured more

prisoners. The Germans were forced from positions
of great natural strength on 2 wide front and the British gains
were maintained notwithstanding enemy counter attacks.
British now hold the heights between the Selle and Harpies rivers

The

the Mormal forest and cut the
d Avesnes.

and Beriaimont. This road tie
principal avenue of comomn lon
hetween the German oomio: rth
and south of the wodze v
into their lines Ty the al it
is cut, or if i1 i= talicn L -
lery tire, the enemy will ae s $.d
embarrassed in keeping "
wings of Lis army in touch with each
other.
Bad Weather Prevails.
The bad wenther that has poeva
in France during the last 10y
has not checkod the ndyvane
rench along the (h:
rivers, whers suooes
On the southern =irlde 4
=alient the I neh have vt f deen
notch into the German lines by reach-
ing the heights to the wWe uf
Grand'ap.
Throush the Champagne rector
there har bheen noochansean th ERLT .
i cest of the Arponne forest
nave moy shead ance
more. They Bhave reach:4 the ont-
zkirtz of the yvillpga of Tereawesnr-

Aisne, north of Vouziers
to be & siroke at L~ Che i
northeast of the Argonne forcst,

Thao
village of Le Chesne is an important
highway ecenter and is on a2 line of
railroad s hich runs southwand te Pi-
zaney behind the front, whore the
Germans are striving to stop the
American drive ot the line from the
Argonne to the Meuse, 1f Lo Chosun
should be occupird by the French tha
event weuld be almost cortain to hring
ahout a German withdrawal cast of
the fores

American forees are apparently
meeting with desperate  resistance
along the front west of the Meuse.
No significant progress has been re-
ported thers during the last couple of
days,  This frdft is so imporiant to
the ereiny that he is making & great
effort to izﬂlii it firmiy. He apparent-
1¥ has succecded for the time being
at least in holding up the Anericans.

YANKEES FALL BACK, THEN TAKE
WOOD ON WESTERN END OF LINE

sition of the President concerning
evacuation the German army had
completed arrangements for a with-
drawal from France. This assertion
is made by German prisoners captured
by the Americans Sunday in the regioen
of Grandpre.

Audenarde Is Encircled.

PARIS, October 21, 1 p.m—Allled
troops have crossed the Scheldt river
at =several moints in the region of

Audenarde, fifteen miles southwest of
Ghent.

Avdenarde has bheen encircled and
its fall is expected momentarily.

German resistance is reported to be
weakening on this sector of the front.

LONDON, October Z21.—The French

troops on the allied center in Be

have gained a bridgehead aeross the
Lys canal at Nevels, seven miles west
of Ghent. .

The French alse have gained o
bridgehead over the luys river at
Grammene. The Germans are t-
tempting to hold a line from Fode 1o
the River Lys at Petagem, north of
Grammene,

There is no confirmatine of a report
from Dutch sources that the aiiicd
troops have captured Ecclon and sov-
eral thousand prisoners. This is bo-
lieved to he extremely imnrobable, za
jg also the report that the [fute of

Ghent has been sealed.

ALLIES, NEARLY RAIN-BLINDED,
PUSH FOE BACK IN BELGIUM

also captured a dozen or so of villagses,
On tte British right Gen. Debend
utflanking Guise and s mar
toward Hirson for the purpoge of ta
ing the Hunding line in the rear. At
the same time Gens. Hangin and Guii-
laumat, between the Serre anid the
Aisne and north of Sissonne, are al-
tacking the front of the Hunding line.

Finally, Gen. Gouraud and the Amer-
icans are fighting in most diilicall
country azainst determined and
strong resistance. They are making
slow but selid progress in the tasi
of pushing the enemy toward the
southern Ardennes and up both banks
of the Meuse.

15,000 Huns Cut Off.

L3
LONDOXN, October 20.—Fifteen thou-
sand retreating German soldiers have
been interned in Holland after being
cut off by Belgian troops moving
northward from Kecloo, according to
reports from the frontier reaching
Amsterdam and transmitted by the
Exchange Telegraph Cgmpany.
Belgian soldiers took charge of the
Dutch-Belgian border last night and
were received enthusiastically by the
populace

AMSTERDAM, Sunday, October 20.—
German guards at the frontier post of
Maaga-van-Gent, near Watgrvliet, six-
teen miles north of (Ghent, wers re-
placed by entente guards today. The
post at Sas-van-Gent, seven miles far-
ther south, was being held by the

the German retreat across Belgium
swings was badly shaken. The British

Germans today, but they =said they
were leaving at once.




